
WILLIAM A. GUISTE (1940-
2026) - It is with heavy

hearts that we bid farewell
to one of our founding

members and good friend.

Well-known Excavating Contractor, William A. (Bill) Guiste, 85, of
Clintonville, passed away on Jan. 18, 2026. He was born on April 20, 1940,
to the late Agnes Rearick Guiste and John Guiste. Bill attended and
graduated from Victory Joint School in 1958. He was an active member of
FFA.
In 1970, he started his own business, William A. Guiste Excavating and
operated it until his grandson Chris Moore took over the business in 2016
and then continued to run the business as an employee. Bill built many
ponds over the years and proudly displayed some of them on a storage
trailer he used with the business. He was very proud of the work he did and
would only do the job if it was going to be done right. Through the years,
his sons, several grandsons, a great-grandson, and his daughter all worked
for him. He was still working full-time at the age of 80 when he had a heart
issue on the job and a subsequent stroke, then he had to retire.
He was very proud of being a Charter Member of the PA Land
Improvement Contractors of America in 1970. In 2011, he was awarded the
Corky Miles Appreciation Award for his 41 years of service to PA LICA,
serving as President, Vice President, Chairman of the Board, and on
almost every committee several times, as well as all the other numerous
services he did over the years that are too many to list. (Bill is pictured
above with his grandson Chris Moore at a PALICA event in 2015).
Read more.....

http://www.pennsylvanialica.com/
http://www.pennsylvanialica.com/
https://www.myprogressnews.com/post/william-guiste


THE PALICA Board of Directors would like to collectively
welcome our new CEO Dennis Mikula Jr. to LICA! We're looking
forward to a new director for LICA as an Association, and PALICA as
"our state chapter."

As a board, our goal is to grow PALICA into an even greater trade
association for all our members and provide even more value to your
membership.

We hope you'll use this pivotal point in time to engage and become an
active member of PALICA. One great way to do that is by attending the
Winter Convention being held in State College PA in March (all details and
registration info are below in this email). It is a great way to meet other
members who possibly do some of the same types of work as you, as well
as others that do possibly very different types of work. We hope to see you
in State College!

NEW NATIONAL LICA CEO
National LICA has a new CEO
(Dennis Mikula Jr.), who is located
in NJ. He was President of NJLICA
until he took on this new role
earlier this month. With that, he's a
huge part of Region I, which
consists of NYLICA, PALICA, and
NJLICA. Dennis promises to
provide complete transparency on
how the association functions
going forward, along with all the
many pieces that will go into
running this trade association.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Hello PA LICA members, First and
Foremost, our sympathies go out to
the family of long-time member
William Guiste who passed away this
past weekend. He will be greatly
missed.

On a lighter note - HAPPY NEW
YEAR to all. I hope everyone had a
nice holiday season with family and
friends and I'm sure we're all looking
forward to a prosperous 2026. I'm also looking forward to



seeing everyone at the convention in March - Joanie has a
lot of educational workshops and activities lined up for us.
Please plan to attend - it is always informative as well as a
fun weekend.

Justin Hoover,
  President

Below is the tentative agenda for the 2026 PALICA Winter
Convention at Toftrees Golf Resort in State College PA

One Country Club Lane, State College PA
﻿

﻿Thursday, March 26th - March 28th.
__________________________________

All hotel rooms have been completely remodeled.
Our discounted rate is $109/night plus tax.
Our room block is under PALICA Conference if you'd prefer
to call to reserve your room--814-234-8000

RSVP deadline is March 6th or until the Block is full.



PALICA AWARD NOMINATION FORMS HERE

This is one of several topics that will be presented in classroom format to
enable contractors to obtain OSHA Forms and Tool Box Talks along with and
entire Safety Portal full of resources -- all at your fingertips.

https://files.constantcontact.com/74595011401/9323109f-e232-4e93-aa0b-33fdee23a6c3.docx?rdr=true


AN UPDATE ON THE
STATUS OF THE LICA

INSURANCE PROGRAM
FOR PALICA. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Members of PALICA:
We are currently working with a few carriers to meet the insurance needs of members in 2026 and
beyond. As noted, UFG has discontinued their State LICA Program. While they continue to offer
renewals, Prins Insurance has been reaching out to other carriers to fill that void. We are excited
to be able to work alongside a new carrier, Grinnell Mutual, who writes dirt movers in many of our
existing states. While this is not a program and we are starting over, it is exciting to have a carrier

who is eager to write this type of business. We will continue developing a program and look to
have something mid-year.  We are already placing business with Grinnell which has been
competitive.  Not only do they provide a comprehensive policy but also provide additional
coverages such as pollution and contractors errors and omissions. Grinnell is not licensed in all of
the states, but we will be reaching out for additional conversations with those states.

 
From Grinnell:
Grinnell Mutual is proud to support the State LICA Associations.  We are actively
collaborating with Prins Insurance to develop a program tailored to LICA members’
insurance needs, with a target launch in mid-year 2026.  Grinnell Mutual is an industry
leader. Founded in 1909, Grinnell Mutual is the 114th-largest property-casualty insurer in the U.S.

and the largest primary reinsurer of farm mutual companies in North America.
 
For more than 30 years, Prins Insurance Inc. has proudly partnered with State LICA Chapters.
Founded in 1936, we specialize in protecting businesses in the Construction, Transportation, and
Agricultural industries—delivering stability you can count on.  We are excited to continue that

relationship.

BRUCE MOSIER WILL BE IN STATE COLLEGE IN MARCH TO DISCUSS
THE PROGRAM PROSPECTS FURTHER WITH OUR MEMBERSHIP SO

BRING YOUR QUESTIONS. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS IS VERY
EXCITED ABOUT THIS NEW VENTURE!



BOOK YOUR HOTEL
ROOM HERE

$109/NIGHT + tax

Register now for
the 2026 Winter

Convention
You can download and
register here for the
PALICA March
convention or go directly
to the website to register
and pay.

**If you're new to PALICA,
you are eligible for up to
2 (two) COMPLIMENTARY
registrations for your
business - you'll only be
responsible for your hotel
room charges. Contact
Joanie to verify eligibility.
724-866-1082.

CONTRACTOR MEMBERS - REGISTER HERE

https://files.constantcontact.com/74595011401/fdcd142c-6233-409b-96bf-d71bbfc9651e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/74595011401/fdcd142c-6233-409b-96bf-d71bbfc9651e.pdf?rdr=true
https://reservations.travelclick.com/97834?groupID=4826166
https://reservations.travelclick.com/97834?groupID=4826166
https://www.pennsylvanialica.com/convention-registration-members/


PALICA ASSOCIATES
PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US IN STATE COLLEGE IN MARCH TO MEET
WITH MEMBERS ABOUT THE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES YOU
OFFER. YOU'RE WELCOME TO SIT IN ON ANY CLASSES BEING
HELD AS WELL - BRING YOUR SIGNIFICANT OTHER AND ENJOY A
WONDERFUL WEEKEND.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS-REGISTER HERE

BOOK YOUR RESORT ROOM HERE

DON'T FORGET TO SUBMIT YOUR FIRST PA
ONE CALL INVOICE OF THE YEAR -

https://www.pennsylvanialica.com/convention-registration-associates/
https://reservations.travelclick.com/97834?groupID=4826166


﻿THIS IS ONE OF THE BENEFITS OF YOUR
MEMBERSHIP!





READ MORE HERE
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