
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Hello PA LICA members,
 
Fall is upon us just like that, and we're all
scrambling to wrap up our big projects and
prepare for whatever winter brings to PA in a
few weeks.

A quick note that the 2026 PALICA Winter     
Conference will be held back at Toftree's     
Golf Resort in State College PA, March 26-
28th.

I wanted to take a quick minute to speak to any of you who have never   
attended a PALICA state conference before, or if it's been quite a while 
since you last attended. My wife and I have found it to be very beneficial
in terms of the things we've learned from many different speakers and          
topics, the other members we've gotten to know, and learning about the  
benefits our Associate Members offer us in PALICA. The mere fact that  
I'm currently your President speaks to how much I believe in this          
organization and its members.

​Please consider making this the year you take 2-3 days off and bring your
significant other or a few employees (or you can even attend just the           
Friday classes if you can't get away for a few days). We decided to attend
a few years ago for the first time, and we've only missed one year since
that time, which was unavoidable.

The cost to attend is minimal compared to the education you take away  
from there, and if you don't get enough to eat and drink, it's your own             
fault. We have a lot of fun as well and you can't put a price on that, so  
think about it! Watch your mail for the agenda Joanie is putting together -
she'll send it via email and snail mail in early 2026.

Have a wonderful holiday season as it's coming way too fast!

Justin Hoover,
  President

PS - INVOICES FOR THE 2026 DUES WENT OUT IN SEPTEMBER
AND WERE DUE ON 10/10/25 - PLEASE MAIL IN YOUR PAYMENT
ASAP OR YOU CAN ALWAYS PAY ONLINE VIA THE WEBSITE . If you
need a copy of your invoice please email Joanie @
pennsylvanialica@gmail.com

http://www.pennsylvanialica.com
https://www.pennsylvanialica.com
mailto:pennsylvanialica@gmail.com
https://www.pa1call.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=reevesinfotech&nav=f592c1ea-58f0-4c4e-b6c3-781fd2a4cd89


PUCA has agreed to open this event in
Eastern PA to non-members

All PA LICA associate and contractor members are encouraged to
take advantage of this valuable opportunity to better understand
Build America, Buy America (BABA) and how it impacts companies
working to comply with these federal regulations. PennDOT itself
recently had to align with the BABA requirements, making this
session especially timely and relevant.

MORE INFO & TO
REGISTER 

https://members.puca.org/events/Details/puca-district-meeting-eastern-pa-october-22-2025-1425692?sourceTypeId=Hub








 



PennDOT Launches Campaign to Prevent Bridge
Hits: ‘Check Your Height, Know It’s Right’

 
More than 600 bridges have been hit by vehicles that surpassed height requirements in the
last 10 years – PennDOT is reminding drivers to be mindful when driving large vehicles to

prevent more damage to Commonwealth bridges.
 
Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation today launched a new
public awareness campaign aimed at helping drivers avoid hitting low bridges with
vehicles. The “Check Your Height, Know It’s Right”  campaign – announced as part of a
multi-state collaboration – encourages motorists to know their vehicle height and check
that it will safely fit under bridges on their route. Vehicle strikes to the tops or sides of
bridges, commonly known as bridge hits, damage vehicles and infrastructure, cause traffic
delays, and put the public and emergency responders at risk.
 
According to PennDOT data, in the 10 years between 2013 and 2023, there were more than
600 strikes to bridges or other overhead structures in PA.
 
“Pennsylvania has made tremendous progress on improving our bridges, and through
Governor Shapiro’s budget investments we can advance even more repairs. Each of these
bridge strikes take funding away from other projects and often involve resources from our
emergency response partners,” said PennDOT Secretary Mike Carroll. “Drivers must know
their vehicle height and watch for signage indicating bridge heights. If you are driving a
commercial vehicle, a delivery or moving truck, or an RV, do not rely on your navigation
app. Check the height of your vehicle and know it’s right!”

READ MORE HERE

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EpE68xvdiHi-2F3uU9U1WHufoC8MUJjHKQ-2Fpyy6lB8brq3y62BMD4c5QnxbBKGHAguc04Jh5xB89VE0az-2Ba86on7g-2BT1Mx8BDpT3hDcav7TxTia8UwYW85D-2FOaE-2Fs0CVVopSCN_eGhiX7k2hCGjrvE17oPg3QTsfYQSaYPL5R9idz0Q2b7p8Zx4IXHFnp8GfmLzvjY8tksyGJd8yjA-2FK-2BAlLi-2BOiqSLF-2Ba-2B8TLOcH28q4LyNa0DsdC-2FH4tu9NT7lkBGHzHgltD1MBNxvyuP5mYErkoxC2dz3ph-2FOCoYdvVfpf7YpMIqL04PcByBmOXzsLyWdSl-2B7MM8-2FdYs-2BoLylRWZ4eEnqAJLW7bCTF1TiOddGV-2FNErO5sNp-2BaJEK0vNnkGBEfzPgLfNPE2798yne-2F3sFtflPfgVCLwJBhvOU-2FgkPIsTD0UenvZLwdrbNnB6KnnTk48JgEJwSsCOwqtkFBmK5Z1ULOjioWcqQ43UI60iOgHd6-2BZaKn8ouflqmvcdLqAhcApbC
https://files.constantcontact.com/74595011401/e400babb-9e41-46e8-8632-9f801f942156.pdf?rdr=true




TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS DISCOUNT JUST
FOR PALICA MEMBERS THROUGH 2025!



Don't Underestimate the Importance of Clean Sand in
System Design

​
The proliferation of mound systems in the 1970's built demand for carefully
sized sand products free of contaminating fines.



We get a lot of questions about clean sand. Most are related to the clean sand
requirement for mound sewage treatment systems. However, we do get
questions about using sand in either single- or multiple-pass sand filters and
use of sand or other materials as fill or final cover for soil treatment systems.

In this column, we focus on clean sand for mound treatment systems. In
Minnesota, there are more than 50,000 mounds in operation. When designed
and installed correctly, these are effective and long-lasting systems. Some have
been in continuous operation since the 1970s. This type of success requires
use of proper materials — clean sand and clean rock being the most important.
One of the biggest problems we have seen when troubleshooting failing
mounds is use of sand that is not clean, resulting in premature failures.

Sand performs two functions in mound systems: It provides initial treatment of
sewage tank effluent and acts to disperse the partially treated effluent over the
soil treatment area for final treatment in natural soil. To provide these functions
requires sand free of silt and clay-size particles, which can — over time — wash
through the sand to the soil infiltrative surface, forming a restrictive layer and
reducing movement of water into and through the natural soil.

Since the installation of the first mound systems in the early 1970s, the
definition of clean sand changed as more was learned about which systems
operated best and for the longest times. The first definition merely said that the
percentage of sand needed to be at least 90%, leaving the possibility to have as
much as 10% “fines” (silt and clay-sized particles). Later research led to the
recommendation to allow only 5% fines and that less than 5% was better.

Sand stats
The definition we use in Minnesota is “clean sand is a soil texture composed by
weight of at least 25% very coarse, coarse and medium sand varying in size



from 2.0 to 0.25 millimeters, less than 50% fine or very fine sand ranging in size
between 0.25 and 0.05 millimeters and no more than 5% smaller than 0.05
millimeters.”

Clean sand according to the Minnesota code is defined by the following sieve
sizes and percent passing each sieve.

A couple of points must be made. This definition is specific, so a “clean sand”
fitting all of these criteria is difficult to find in nature; therefore, pit run sand, in       
most cases, will not meet the fines requirement, meaning the sand must be           
washed and sieved to achieve similar specifications. This increases the cost of
the sand significantly, especially in areas where mounds are not built very often,
so the volume of material with these specifications is low.
Our definition also includes a restriction on very fine and fine sands. This is           
because we have found through experience and research that these particles    
are very close in size to silt particles. If the percentage is too high, even though
the material fits the sand size criteria, the soil will act more like silt in terms of    
permeability when septic tank effluent is added. When infiltration rates are         
reduced, a more resistant bio mat can form at the infiltration surface, leading to
mound failure.

What About C33?

Because of the difficulty obtaining clean sand with these characteristics, some 
states have specified use of C33 sand as defined by the American Society for
Testing and Materials. This is a material used in road construction and is widely
available from suppliers. The problem is material meeting this standard can be
variable. On the coarse end of what is allowed, the particles are larger and the
percentages of fines are quite low, about 2%. This material certainly meets the
definition of clean sand. At the lower end, the material could contain as much  
as 10% fines. When selecting sand, it is important to receive and look at the            
sieve analysis for the material purchased, because all C33 material is not the   
same.

To demonstrate differences in materials, below is the C33 sieve analysis to          
compare with the Minnesota definition. Along with the sieve analysis, the         
supplier can provide a uniformity coefficient for the material. This tells how well-
graded the material is: whether there is a wide range of sizes in the material or
whether the material consists of mostly one size of particle. A uniformity          
coefficient of 1.00 means all the particles are the same size, while numbers           
larger than 1.00 indicate materials with less uniformity. 
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