SUMMER 2021 EDITION

Monday, September 9, 2019
Earthborne Inc., Warrington,
MAKE
PLANS TO
PA,
8am – 4pm

ATTEND THE 2021 PALICA SUMMER
FAMILY
PICNIC
– (BBQ STYLE) & SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION!
MUST
RSVP BY
9/2/19 – CLASS

SIZE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30
PEOPLE WHO RESPOND…NO
CHARGE AND LUNCH IS INCLUDED.
(SEE PAGE 2 TO REGISTER)

Saturday, August 7, 2021 at the home of Barry & Crystal Mutzabaugh, 530 Mountain Road, Dauphin, PA 17018. We
will have the board meeting and scholarship presentation at 2pm and dinner will follow. All the food and beverages
will be provided, but we ask that you RSVP by July 23rd so that ample food can be ordered and planned for. Please
bring your own lawn chairs and games that you’d like to share with the group. For those that would like to stay longer
and spend the night, here are a few hotels not far from their home.
• Days Inn by Wyndham – Harrisburg North (717) 216-4605 (8 miles)
• Best Western – Harrisburg North (717) 545-9089 (11 miles away)
• Hampton Inn & Suites – Harrisburg North (717) 540-0900 (12 miles)
DIRECTIONS:
• From Harrisburg – 22/322 West for7 miles, 225 N. Exit @3 miles, turn left on 325 W. for 1 mile, farm is on
left side of the road
• From State College – 22/322 East @ 68 miles, 325 East Mountain Mountain Rd Exit @ 3 miles, farm is on the
right side of the road

PLEASE RSVP TO JOANIE AT 724-866-1082 BY 7/23/21
PALICA
775 MERCER ROAD
GREENVILLE PA 16125

TO:

UPCOMING EVENTS
❖

Tuesday July 27th – Saturday July 31st 2021, LICA Summer Convention
in Niagara Falls NY (details & registration inside this edition)

❖

August 7th, 2021 – PALICA Summer Picnic & Scholarship Presentation
(see page ________ for details, directions and hotel info)

❖

August 14th, 2021 PALICA and Mercer County Conservation District
Field Day, @ Conservation District headquarters, Mercer PA (SEE
PAGE ____ FOR MORE DETAILS)

❖

SAVE THE DATE!! PALICA 2022 WINTER MEETING – March 5th &
6th @ TOFTREE GOLF RESORT, STATE COLLEGE PA – MORE
DETAILS TO FOLLOW
WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS TO PALICA!

Lamar Huber Excavating

Bill Pykus Excavating Inc.

W. Dowd Excavating LLC

Lamar Huber
321 E. Mohler Church Rd
Ephrata, PA 17522
717-627-0557

Bill Pykus
1880 Great Bend Tpke
Honesdale, PA 18431
570-448-2802

Wayne Dowd
1273 Miller Road
Wind Gap, PA 18091
610-759-7118
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H&E to sell trench boxes that can be
assembled in under 15 minutes…..
H&E Equipment Services will partner
with GroundWorks Safety System,
entering the specialty rental business
with a trench safety line.
With the agreement, H&E has the
exclusive U.S. rights to provide
GroundWorks trench boxes, which are
designed to be easily assembled on the
job. GroundWorks boxes can be
assembled in under 15 minutes using one
machine, one operator and one worker,
says the company. The pre-engineered,
high-tensile steel trench boxes lock tight
the moment they are lifted and are
designed to eliminate dangerous set-up
and take-down tasks. “Workers no longer
need to be under a suspended load or in
the line of fire,” says H&E. “Over the last
three years we’ve expanded our fleet of
earthmoving products to all branches
across the U.S., positioning us to enter
the specialty market,” says Brad Barber,
H&E president and CEO. “We have a
long history in dirt, and GroundWorks
offered the right product and reliability to
enhance our earthmoving business.”
Barber continues: “We had been planning
our entry into the specialty rental
business, and GroundWorks offered the
product solution and culture to come
alongside us to reach pipeline, oil and
gas, chemical, industrial and civil
projects.”

. Joe

Giovinazzo will be one of our featured speakers at the 2022 WINTER MEETING IN STATE
COLLEGE PA. Read about all of the services his company, PETROCON, can offer you and your
business. Then make plans to attend the meeting in March to learn more – in the meantime,
give him a call with any questions or to place your first order!

Joseph Giovinazzo, President of Petrocon Corporation, has 20 years experience in the
Petroleum Industry. A graduate in Business Administration from the University of
Delaware’s Lerner Business College in 1989, Joseph spent his college years working
construction after growing up on a farm in the country of eastern PA. Working for a
cable utility construction company, Joseph started his construction career as a laborer,
digging and cleaning ditches with a pick and shovel. Joseph learned an appreciation
for the hard work and the people in the
Upon graduating college, Joseph started a career in one of the largest Honda
Motorcycle dealers in the U.S. Working as Parts Manager, Sales Manager, and
Business Manager, he learned the business of running a successful distributorship
while racing in the AMA Motorcycle Roadracing Series professionally from 1992-1994.
In 1993, Joseph joined Mobil Oil Corporation as a Sales Engineer. Joseph was
awarded the Pegasus Elite Award with Mobil and headed up one of the fastest growing
and most profitable distribution regions in the country through the 1990’s. In 1998,
Joseph went to work as a director for a prominent oil distributor in the Mid-Atlantic. In 2006, this distributor was ranked #1 in
the country with ExxonMobil.
In 2007, Joseph founded Petrocon Corporation. Petrocon is the only company in the world of its kind. Focused to help
construction, aggregate, mining, and cement companies save money through leveraged buying and national account
exposure. Petrocon is unique for all of the combined commodities in our offering to the heavy-duty sector. The company’s
mission is to reduce operating costs for the privately held company while offering extensive technical support for the
commodities offered.
Petrocon Corporation is a national trade organization operating in North America. We represent consumers in the
commercial and industrial manufacturing sectors. Located near Washington D.C., we work closely with affiliate trade
associations within specific manufacturing and transportation sectors. Our client relationship is built on trust, integrity, and
industry specific experience that offers products and programs designed to lower overall procurement costs to our valued
clients.
Our professional industry experts provide procurement solutions to the Construction, Aggregate, Mining, Fleet, General
Manufacturing, and Automotive Industry sectors. Our goal is to provide premium products and service programs that are
targeted at lowering operating costs for your organization.
Our technical programs are designed to implement and enhance preventive maintenance programs that reduce downtime
and increase production for our member clients. We have developed best -in-class programs with our
suppliers to add real value to get the most out of your harr earned dollar.

Make Online Ordering easier by sending your purchase orders to ORDERS@PETROCON.ORG
Exclusive for Petrocon Members only
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Bridgestone Raises Tire Prices as
Rubber Supply Tightens

(a publication of Equipment World)

Bridgestone is raising prices on its off-theroad and agricultural tires and Firestone
tracks in the U.S. and Canada due to
increasing costs it has incurred, the
company says.
The following increases take effect June 1:
•
•
•

Bridgestone and Firestone OTR tires
– up to 8%.
Firestone Tracks – 14% on average.
Firestone Ag Tires and Tubes – up to
8%.

"This price adjustment is a necessary step
as Bridgestone continues to manage
market dynamics, including escalated
logistics, business and raw material costs,"
the company says.
"Bridgestone is committed to
minimizing the impact of increased
business costs on our customers," the
company adds. "As always, the company
continues to look for new opportunities to
engineer efficiency into our business while
also investing to protect the value of our
brands and unlock new, sustainable growth
opportunities with our customers."
Bridgestone's latest increase
announcement follows a previous
announced hike of up to 8% on April 1 on
all of its Bridgestone commercial truck tires
and Bandag retreading portfolio in
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the U.S. and Canada. It then boosted
prices on all of its Firestone truck tires by
up to 8% on May 1. Other tire
manufacturers are also hiking prices in
2021:
•

•

•

•

•

Sumitumo Rubber North America
increased prices 8% May 1 on its
Dunlop, Falken and Ohtsu passenger,
light truck and medium truck tires.
Continental Tire North America raised
prices up to 8% on its Continental,
General and Ameristeel medium truck
tires on Feb. 1.
Yokahama Tire Corp. raised prices
starting May 1 on consumer and
commercial truck tires.
Goodyear raised prices on its
Goodyear, Dunlop and Kelly consumer
tires up to 8% starting April 1.
Michelin North America raised prices
5% starting Feb. 1 on certain Michelin
and BFGoodrich light truck tires and on
some commercial truck tires.

Bloomberg reports that rubber prices are
likely to rise over the next several years
due to flooding in rubber-producing
countries, rubber-tree leaf disease and
China replenishing its reserves of rubber
last year.

TOPCON AD GOES HERE

PENNSYLVANIA LICA IS PARTNERING WITH THE MERCER
COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT TO PUT ON OUR
2ND FIELD DAY IN THE PAST 3 YEARS.
Plan to attend this exciting day that will be held at Munnell Run Farms/Mercer
County Conservation District (753 Greenville Rd, Mercer PA) on Saturday August
14, 2021 from 9am – 3pm. There will be a food truck and lunch will be provided
for all attendees as well as coffee/donuts in the morning. Join some fellow
PALICA members who will be doing the work that day along with Conservation
District employees. It will be a great learning opportunity for the whole
community. Bring the family and/or fellow contractors to tour the farm and
16 be taking place.
observe the different projects that will
The projects that will be worked on are as follows:
➢ Constructed Wetland Operation – Maintenance & Repair
➢ Park or Public Composting Restroom Maintenance & Repair
➢ Agricultural Field Tile Repair

Kobelco to Lay Off 75% of U.S.
Excavator Plant Workers Over
Engine Supply Problems
One of the impacted machines: the Kobelco SK170LC-10.
Kobelco

In February, KCM said it was considering alternative engine suppliers and that
production of its SK170LC, SK210LC, SK260LC, SK300LC, SK350LC,
SK390LC, and SK500LC models would be suspended once the current
inventory with certified engines had run out.
The AP report reiterated that Kobelco was looking for another engine supplier.
In the previous statement, KCM said the four Hino engines are also used in
machines imported to the U.S., including six excavator models (SK210HLC,
SK230SRLC, SK270SRLC, SK380SRLC, SK500LC, and SK850LC) and five
crawler crane models (CK850G, CK1100G, CK1200G, CK1600G, and
CK2750G). The machines are imported to the U.S. from two factories in Japan.
Imports are suspended until these models can be equipped with 2021 U.S. EPA
emissions-certified engines.

At the time, Kobelco also said its dealers would continue to sell excavator
inventory with EPA-certified engines, including remaining inventory of the
affected models, compact excavators, 7- to 13-ton excavators and the CK3300G
crawler crane. Product support activities will also continue.
Kobelco Construction Machinery will lay off 75% of its workforce on May 1st at
its Moore, South Carolina, excavator plant, according to several media reports.
“Kobelco Japan made a decision to run out of current engines we have on site
and will suspend production until the engine issue has been resolved,” Ralph
Wabnitz, Kobelco general manager said in an AP report.
The layoff will include 102 of the plant's 131 employees, said the report.
The move follows the company's announcement in February that it would
temporarily suspend U.S. excavator production at the plant due to engine supply
problems.
Kobelco engine supplier Hino Motors informed KCM in January that its 2021
EPA emission certifications had not been obtained on four engine models,
adding there was "no clear outlook" on its future supply schedule.
“The plant will stay open until a decision about the future of this facility is made,”
Wabnitz said in the AP report. “The suspension of production was not a local
decision, rather a decision made by our headquarters in Japan.”
AP further reported that David Britt, Spartanburg County councilman, reached
out to state and federal officials in an effort to help Hino obtain its engine
certification, an effort he said was complicated by Covid-19 restrictions. "It is
terribly unfortunate to Kobelco and their associates for this to happen at a time
when their sales are sky high and their workforce is growing rapidly," Britt is
quoted as saying.
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PENNSYLVANIA LICA BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT
CHRIS MOORE
VICE PRESIDENT
JEREMY PRUSKOWSKI
TREASURER
RON RONCAGLIONE

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
EVELYN COTTRELL
*************************
BOARD MEMBERS
RICHARD COTTRELL
DAN MICSKY
BARRY MUTZABAUGH JR.
CORY STUCHAL
GARY THEURET
ASSOCIATE REPRESENTATIVE
COLLEEN PUTICH,
GILBERT’S RISK SOLUTIONS
***********************************

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR &
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Joanie Micsky
775 Mercer Rd.
Greenville, PA 16125
725-866-1082
Email: pennsylvanialica@gmail.com
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PA One Call is hosting
many valuable webinars
this year and there are too
many to list, but you can
go to
www.pa1call.org/events
and see the entire listing
and register to
participate.
Here are just a few of the
topics they’ll be covering:
Web Ticket Response &
Entry, Excavator &
Designer Web Access,
Web Ticket Response, PA
Act 287 for the Project
Owner and many more!
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